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HOUSE BI LL 1295

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Warnick and Upt hegrove

Read first time 01/16/009. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent &
Housi ng.

AN ACT Relating to annexing areas used for agricultural fairs
amendi ng RCW 35. 13. 010 and 35A. 14. 010; adding a new section to chapter
35.13 RCW adding a new section to chapter 35A. 14 RCW and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that agricul tural
fairs serve val uabl e educational, vocational, and recreational purposes
that pronote the public good and serve as showcases for an inportant
sector of Washington's econony. The |egislature also recognizes that
counties provide territory for agricultural fairs and supporting
services, thereby creating |locales for econom c and ot her beneficial
activities. Washington's increasing population can, however, create
significant annexation pressures that I npact fairgrounds and
surroundi ng | ands.

In recognition of the many benefits of agricultural fairs and the
i nportance of pronoting effective annexation laws, the legislature
intends to establish clear and | ogi cal procedures for the annexation of
county-owned fairgrounds that are consistent with the |ongstanding
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requi rement that these grounds may only be annexed with the consent of
a majority of the county |l egislative authority.

Sec. 2. RCW35.13.010 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.13.010 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any portion of a county not incorporated as part of a city or town
but lying contiguous thereto may becone a part of the city or town by
annexat i on( (:

]
C o way Ctio O VvV O

ehapter—36-37—ROW-—shal-—not —be —subjeet —to—annexatton—wthout —the
consert—of—the—mafortby—of—the—board—of—county—comm-sstoners) ). An
area proposed to be annexed to a city or town shall be deened
contiguous thereto even though separated by water or tide or shore
| ands on which no bona fide residence is maintained by any person.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 35.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Territory owned by a county and used for an agricultural fair
as provided in chapter 15.76 RCW or chapter 36.37 RCW nmay only be
annexed to a city or town through the nethod prescribed in this
section.

(a) The legislative body of the city or town proposing the
annexation nust submt a request for annexation and a | egal description
of the subject territory to the legislative authority of the county
within which the territory is | ocated.

(b) Upon receipt of the request and description, the county
| egislative authority has thirty days to review the proposal and
determne if the annexation proceedings will continue. As a condition
of approval, the county legislative authority may nodify the proposal,
but it may not add territory that was not included in the request and
descri ption. Approval of the county |legislative authority is a
condition precedent to further proceedi ngs upon the request and there
is no appeal of the county legislative authority's deci sion.

(c) If the county legislative authority determnes that the
proceedings my continue, it mnust, wthin thirty days of the
determ nation, fix a date for a public hearing on the proposal, and
cause notice of the hearing to be published at | east once a week for
two weeks prior to the hearing in one or nore newspapers of genera
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circulation in the territory proposed for annexation. The notice nust
al so be posted in three public places within the subject territory,
specify the tinme and place of the hearing, and invite interested
persons to appear and voi ce approval or disapproval of the annexati on.
| f the annexation proposal provides for assunption of indebtedness or
adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, the notice nust include a
statenment of these requirenents.

(d) If, followi ng the conclusion of the hearing, a mgjority of the
county | egislative authority deens the annexation proposal to be in the
best interest of the county, it nmay adopt a resol ution approving of the
annexati on.

(e) If, follow ng the county |egislative authority's adoption of
t he annexati on approval resolution, the | egislative body of the city or
t own proposing annexation determnes to effect the annexation, it nust
do so by ordinance. The ordinance: (i) May only include territory
approved for annexation in the resolution adopted under (d) of this
subsection; and (ii) nust not exclude territory approved for annexation
in the resolution adopted under (d) of this subsection. Upon passage
of the annexation ordi nance, a certified copy nmust be filed with the
applicable county I egislative authority.

(2) Any territory annexed through an ordi nance adopted under this
section is annexed and becones a part of the city or town upon the date
fixed in the ordi nance.

Sec. 4. RCW35A 14.010 and 1967 ex.s. ¢ 119 s 35A.14.010 are each
anended to read as foll ows:

Any portion of a county not incorporated as part of a city or town
but lying contiguous to a code city my beconme a part of the charter
code city or noncharter code city by annexation((+—PROVWDBED-—That

of—county—ecomm-ssioners)). An area proposed to be annexed to a charter
code city or noncharter code city shall be deenmed contiguous thereto
even though separated by water or tide or shore |ands and, upon
annexation of such area, any such intervening water and/or tide or
shore | ands shall becone a part of such annexing city.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 35A 14 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Territory owned by a county and used for an agricultural fair
as provided in chapter 15.76 RCW or chapter 36.37 RCW may only be
annexed to a code city through the nethod prescribed in this section.

(a) The legislative body of the city proposing the annexati on nust
submt a request for annexation and a | egal description of the subject
territory to the legislative authority of the county within which the
territory is |ocated.

(b) Upon receipt of the request and description, the county
| egislative authority has thirty days to review the proposal and
determne if the annexation proceedings will continue. As a condition
of approval, the county legislative authority may nodify the proposal,
but it may not add territory that was not included in the request and
descri ption. Approval of the county |legislative authority is a
condition precedent to further proceedi ngs upon the request and there
is no appeal of the county legislative authority's deci sion.

(c) If the county legislative authority determnes that the
proceedings my continue, it mnust, wthin thirty days of the
determ nation, fix a date for a public hearing on the proposal, and
cause notice of the hearing to be published at | east once a week for
two weeks prior to the hearing in one or nore newspapers of genera
circulation in the territory proposed for annexation. The notice nust
al so be posted in three public places within the subject territory,
specify the tinme and place of the hearing, and invite interested
persons to appear and voi ce approval or disapproval of the annexati on.
| f the annexation proposal provides for assunption of indebtedness or
adoption of a proposed zoning regulation, the notice nust include a
statenment of these requirenents.

(d) If, follow ng the conclusion of the hearing, a mgjority of the
county | egislative authority deens the annexation proposal to be in the
best interest of the county, it nmay adopt a resol ution approving of the
annexat i on.

(e) If, followng the county |egislative authority's adoption of
t he annexation approval resolution, the legislative body of the city
proposi ng annexation determnes to effect the annexation, it nust do so
by ordi nance. The ordinance: (i) May only include territory approved
for annexation in the resolution adopted under (d) of this subsection;
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and (ii) nust not exclude territory approved for annexation in the
resol uti on adopted under (d) of this subsection. Upon passage of the
annexation ordinance, a certified copy nust be filed with the
applicable county I egislative authority.

(2) Any territory annexed through an ordi nance adopted under this
section is annexed and becones a part of the code city upon the date
fixed in the ordi nance.

Passed by the House April 18, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 2, 2009.

Approved by the Governor May 7, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 20009.
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